AAUWY VIEWPOINTS

North Hills Pittsburgh, (PA) Branch Vol. 55 APR 2026

April PROGRAM
Program Title: The Harmony Line

The mission of the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum is to April Program
preserve and perpetuate its collection of historic equipment,
artifacts and archives and utilize the collection and other | Wednesday April 15,2026
resources to provide an unparalleled immersive experience
that brings the technology and culture of the Trolley Era alive | Location: La Roche University
through entertaining, educational and diverse programming. Ryan Room

The vision of the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum is to enhance | 6:00 P.M. Social
the knowledge of transportation technology and culture to | 6:45 P.M. Program
educate and inspire future generations of Innovators. 7:30 P.M. Branch Meeting

Speakers: William Fronczek and Scott Becker, President | Zoom Link: _

Emeritus and Ambassador Emeritus, respectively, of the PA ;'gfps://US%Web-Zoom-US/J/810295230
Trolley.

Y Meeting ID: 810 2952 3079

This month’s program will provide us with an historical
perspective of travel on the trolley lines that once operated
throughout the North Hills, and how the lives of Pittsburghers
revolved around those lines.

Speakers: William Fronczek
and Scott Becker

Bring a friend!!!
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April at a Glance Viewpoint Articles
QUICK REFERENCE CALENDAR

We encourage all of our members to
Apr 04, 10:00 a.m. Board Meeting submit articles to the Viewpoints. If you
At June Maier's house have something to include in our
newsletter the deadline is the 25th of
Apr 10, 1:00 p.m. Lunch Bunch each Month. Please send to Debbie
Andora 1616 Mt. Nebo Road Rosenfelder in word format at
rosenfelderd@verizon.net

Apr 14, 9:30 a.m. Morning Book Group
Planning Meeting for the Upcoming Year
Donna Martin/Host

Apr 15, 6:00 p.m. Branch Program
Harmony Line

Apr 20, 6:30 p.m. Evening Book Group If I do not have it by 5 P.M. on the 25th of

Tea__cher Man by Frank. McCourt the month it may not make the Viewpoints
Facilitator: Joyce Ruzanic

Hostess: Sina Murphy

Apr 25, 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. IPODs

The Lynn's are hosting WEB SITE

Apr 29 6:00 p.m. Annual Dinner
Wildwood Golf Club

Save The Dates!

Apr 24, 7:00 p.m. La Roche Literary
Society

May 30, 2026 10:00 a.m. Fundraiser Don't Forget Me...
For The Love of Books I'm always here!

I'm your Branch AAUW Website:
https://aauwnorthhillspgh.org
Stay informed!

Webmaster: Susan Banerjee



https://goo.gl/maps/ACkE2wSt2bz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_McCourt
https://aauwnorthhillspgh.org/
mailto:rosenfelderd@verizon.net
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April President’s Message

I am really looking forward to spring this year and expect you might be too. There
has been more snow and cold winds than in recent years, and I am tired of it.
Let's welcome the flowers and warmer weather with a cheer.

% 2 ‘ A
I hope to see you at either or both of our April events. April 15" is our last & % _ @ | N o
program for the year, and our Annual Dinner is on April 29t", Please put them on 0 S ¢ J N (,}ﬁﬁ
your calendar. o - :‘ o\

33 ¥ 5

Our Great Decisions program finished on March 21, A special thanks to Frances
Cech, Fran Bogos and Sr. Rita Yeasted for their tireless work in obtaining the
speakers for this program. During the March branch program, we awarded the Gateway to Equity Award to
recipient Ana Kay Yaghoubian, MPA.

In addition, spring is such an important time for AAUW. Just as the world around us is awakening and
taking stock of what the new season brings so does AAUW Consider Your Leadership Role. In April, we
will actively be looking for leaders of our branch for the 2026-27 AAUW year, which begins on July 1¢t,
to fill some appointed and off board positions. Please think about what leadership role you might be
interested in.

On a separate note, the current political environment in the United States is marked by a polarized landscape
and a complex set of political issues. I will continue to encourage you to lend your efforts to actions, whether it
is phone call, an email or other.

AAUW is working hard at all three levels to protect the rights of women and girls, AAUW National does important
legislative, educational, and lobbying work; I hope you are proud of their efforts and have been able to attend
by Zoom some of their programs.

Debbie

March 2026 Financial Report — June Maier
(as of March 15, 2026)

CHECKING SAVINGS CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
Beg. Balance $6,458.11 Beg. Balance $2,114.95 Beg. Balance $7,620.72
Deposits $693.00
Expenses $468.20
Interest Earned TBD Interest Earned TBD
End. Balance 56,682.91 End. Balance $2,114.95 End. Balance $7,620.72

CHECKING + SAVINGS + CD = $16,418.58

e Checking Deposits — Great Decisions tip jar, books purchased; one Love of Books ticket
e Checking Expenses — Great Decisions books

. NOTE: Interest last month on CD: $20.99
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Membership

Membership Truly Matters!

AAUW has been transforming women'’s lives for more than a century. And now that we have won the
fight to give women equal access to education, we're taking on one of the most defining issues of our
time: gender equity.

But no one can do this alone.

Once again, I am reminding you of the beauty and power of being part of something bigger than
yourself, because in raising our voices together amplifies our quest for equity for all women and girls.

I have had far too many days of frustration in recent months when the fear of watching the current
administration attempt to unravel women'’s rights hits hard. I am committed to being part of AAUW as
an amplified effort to address the dismantling of DEI, loss of funding for women’s education, and the
continuing threat to negate thousands of women’s voices at the polls going forward.

I SO hope you will join me, join us, in these most challenging times by renewing your membership in
AAUW. The information you need is below.

Francie Cech (and Jennifer Schwoebel)
AAUW-NHP Co-VP’s Membership

Current membership information:

-Membership renewal for most of our members begins April 1%, 2026. Our newer members that have
joined in November last year, (2025) do not have to renew at this time.
-The current dues for membership are $119.00.
(National, $76.00, State, $12.00, and NHP branch, $31.00)
-You can renew on line via the AAUW website, or use the most typical method of sending a check for
$119.00 to our financial officer June Maier. The check should be written to AAUWNHP Branch.

June’s address is:
959 Broadmeadow Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Yes, the cost of membership has increased slightly ($2.00 from last year)
but the importance of women investing in the future of all women and girls has seldom been greater!
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April Happenings

Lunch Bunch

Andora 1616 Mt. Nebo Road Sewickley, PA 15143 412-749-2452

Andora is a casual fine dining destination tucked neatly in the hills between Pittsburgh’s north suburbs
and the Sewickley Valley. Boasting one of the region’s best outdoor dining experiences. They serve
your favorite New American Entrees, Sandwiches, Wine and Cocktails in a stylish and comfortable
atmosphere.

Morning Book Group

Planning Meeting for the Upcoming Year
Donna Martin/Host

April is the morning book group’s planning meeting. Fran Bogos will
provide a list of books that have been submitted by this group. This
is a great time to have a lively discussion on next year’s books and
enjoy a great lunch.

Evening Book Group

Teacher Manis a 2005 memoir written by Frank McCourt which describes Frank

and reflects on his development as a teacher inNew Yorkhigh WMleCourt
schools and colleges. It is in continuation to his earlier two memoirs, Angela’s =~ i #
Ashes and Tis. 4

Teacher Manis also an urgent tribute to teachers everywhere. In bold and
spirited prose featuring his irreverent wit and compelling honesty, McCourt
records the trials, triumphs and surprises he faced in the classroom. 7eacher
Man shows McCourt developing his unparalleled ability to tell a great story as,
five days a week, five periods per day, he worked to gain the attention and
respect of unruly, hormonally charged or indifferent adolescents. Teacher Man



https://goo.gl/maps/ACkE2wSt2bz
https://goo.gl/maps/ACkE2wSt2bz
tel:4127492452
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memoir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_McCourt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_schools
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_schools
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colleges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angela%27s_Ashes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angela%27s_Ashes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%27Tis
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Public Policy

National:
Defend Higher Education And Rights Of All Women To Equity

AAUW needs your help and has ways for you to participate. Since 1888, AAUW has been one of the
funders of women’s graduate education; we empower scholars to enhance their research, careers and
leadership. That's making an investment in women who will shape the future. AAUW’s mission to
advance gender equity through education and advocacy is more urgent than ever, and your support
can make a powerful impact.

By donating to the Greatest Needs Fund (9110), the Defend Higher Education Fund (4513), or the
Public Policy Fund (4514), you help ensure AAUW can respond to emerging challenges and drive policy
change.

Here’s how you can help:

Greatest Needs: The Greatest Needs Fund is a vital source of unrestricted support that allows AAUW
to respond quickly and effectively to emerging challenges and opportunities. When you support the
Greatest Needs Fund, you enable AAUW to sustain core operations, advocacy efforts and program
expansion. You support initiatives like economic empowerment programs, voter engagement
campaigns, and policy advocacy.

Defend Higher Education: The Defend Higher Education Fund will enable AAUW to elevate the
critical higher education issues impacting women, mobilize advocates across the country, provide
strategic resources to students, staff and faculty on campus, and fuel investments in the infrastructure
and technology necessary to move our mission forward.

Public Policy: The Public Policy Fund is focused on increasing the impact of our Action Network
through growing the number of advocates across the country and providing timely, accurate and
actionable information about our key issues.

There is strength in numbers. We all need to participate no matter how small the amount we can give.
Let's stand together in these unsettled times and show our support by donating today.

Advancing Equity
for Women & Girls
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DO YOU HAVE JUST TWO MINUTES?

As we move forward this spring, let's channel our collective
energy. Whether it's by joining Two-Minute Activist, voting for
candidates that support women’s issues, or standing up d '
against injustice wherever you can, each of us has a role to Yt(|)1u prQVIde
e voice.

play in creating a more equitable world.

’ .
That's all it takes to become an AAUW two-minute We ” prOV|de
activist. Let your voice be heard on such issues as:
* Affirm the equal rights amendment. the megaphone
* Support Title IX. Become a Two-Minute Activist for women and girls today
* Support gender equity in education act. Y 4
* Pass the paycheck fairness act. : AAU
* Pass the family leave act.
*Many other topics.

Choose your passion and Google AAUW Two Minute Activist while you have your morning
coffee.

Just sign Up.
State:
Big Ideas. Bold Voices. Powerful Conversations.

The 2026 AAUW Atlantic Regional Conference brings together an exceptional lineup of speakers tackling
the issues shaping our future, from equity and leadership to policy, education, advocacy, and
community impact. Across dynamic sessions, our speakers will explore topics that challenge
assumptions, spark action, and move conversations beyond theory into real world change. These are
timely, relevant discussions led by experts, advocates, and leaders doing the work.

<® Why attend
¢ Engaging sessions on critical social, political, and economic issues
« Diverse perspectives and lived experience at the forefront
e Practical insights you can take back to your branch, work, and community
e Meaningful connection with AAUW members and allies across the region
[T Register now and plan your experience
Visit our website for full speaker details, session information, registration, hotel and travel
information, and everything you need to make the most of the
conference: www.aauwatlanticregionalconference.net

@ And we're just getting started. Follow us for upcoming speaker spotlights, session highlights,
conference updates, and behind the scenes previews as we count down to the 2026 conference.
This conference is where ideas meet action. We look forward to seeing you there.


https://click.everyaction.com/k/93163191/499570008/302338415?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImI4MTkzZDYzLWM0NzYtZWYxMS05OTFhLTYwNDViZGVlNjY4MSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAicm9zZW5mZWxkZXJkQHZlcml6b24ubmV0Ig0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=yat_zW7v4MqqYRM8cwDjScmOrSjcgUwiSRIkpWFBEaw=&emci=1dba9063-d15f-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=b8193d63-c476-ef11-991a-6045bdee6681&ceid=939471
http://www.aauwatlanticregionalconference.net/
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Local:

Behind the Crowd: See What Others Miss at Big Games

E
PRUNII;EED E Q’

Break the silence
of human trafficking.

Hundreds of thousands of people gather for big events like the Super Bowl, World Cup and the
upcoming NFL Draft in Pittsburgh on April 23 — 28, 2026. That means more eyes watching—and more
changes to spot the signs of trafficking.

Human trafficking doesn’t always look like what you've seen in the movies. It's happening around you
right now—in the hotel down the street, at the restaurant where you ate lunch, even near the stadium

where you're cheering.

You have the power to spot the real warning signs. You can be the voice that breaks the silence.
Together, we can help protect others.

O BLUE CAMPAIGN

One Voice. One Mission. End Human Trafficking.

For more information click on the link below
Blue Campaign | Homeland Security
In addition, see hand out Human Trafficking 101 included with the Viewpoints



https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
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Great Decisions, Great Season!

Our 2026 season of Great Decisions has come to an end. As I write this article, there is only one
session remaining. Our branch of AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh has sponsored this wonderful program
for almost 45 years. It has grown throughout the years. It began as the Foreign Policy Association
intended, as a kitchen table discussion group. It has since grown into a classroom experience to include
members of the community and speakers to discuss the various topics designated annually by the
Foreign Policy Association. This year, our attendance has reached an all-time high, averaging 56
attendees per session. We have enjoyed having long time attendees, as well as previous members of
AAUW, join us through Zoom.

Our sessions for 2026 have been:

1) “U.S.-China Relations Trade Rivalry” - a discussion focused on both security

motives as well as the tariff situation.

Dr. Mark Haas, Duquesne University -Saturday, February 7th, 2026.

(This session was rescheduled for Saturday, February 28t due to severe weather.)

2) “America and the World: Trump 2.0 Foreign Policy” - a discussion that
explored the implications of a potential return of Trump to the presidency and how
it may reshape U.S. foreign policy as well as the world order as we currently know it.
Professor Ross Harrison, University of Pittsburgh -Saturday, February 14th, 2026.

3) “"Ruptured Alliances and the risk of Nuclear Proliferation” - a discussion
focused on the consequences of weakened alliances & amp; the implication for global
security, specifically in regard to nuclear weapons.

Dr. Soren Fanning, Robert Morris University -Saturday, February 21st, 2026.

4) “U.S.-China Relations Trade Rivalry” - a discussion focused on both security
motives as well as the tariff situation.

Dr. Mark Haas, Duquesne University -Saturday, February 28th, 2026.

(This session was rescheduled from Saturday, February 7th.)

5) “"U.S. Engagement of Africa” - a discussion focusing on Africa’s growing
geopolitical role, comparing U.S. and Chinese presence, and the tools of
statecraft the U.S. might use to strengthen ties.

Dr. Innocent Badasu, University of Pittsburgh — Saturday, March 7th ,2026.

6) “Ukraine and the Future of European Security” - a discussion focused on the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine and its effects on European security and the role of the United States.
Dr. Soren Fanning, Robert Morris University - Saturday, March 14th, 2026.

7) “The Future of Human Rights and International Law” - a look at the future of
global cooperation amidst shifting power dynamics and rising nationalism.
Mark Lagon, Chief Policy Officer at Friends of the Global Fight - Saturday, March 21st, 2026.
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I am most grateful for the generosity of our speakers, several of whom have become friends of the
program. They believe in the importance of communities being informed and engaged. The time and
expertise of the speakers, that has been so graciously shared, has elevated our discussions and our
perspective going forward.

I am also grateful for all of the people who have contributed to the success of this program:

-Fran Bogos and Sister Rita, for ordering the briefing books and being my co-pilots and friends in
foreign policy.

-Rich Boguszewski, one of our very important tech support persons for uploading the videos for the
selected topics.

-Susan Banerjee and Peggy Schmiedecke for posting all of our sessions on the AAUW North Hills
Pittsburgh website and Facebook page to share the information with our North Hills Community.

-Judy Daw and Debbie Rosenfelder for sharing all of our sessions to our Great Decisions contact list
and our AAUW members.

-Jennifer Engel for sharing all of our sessions with the Adventures in Lifelong Learning community at
La Roche University.

-Deanna Finley for designing, printing, and hanging the beautiful big posters sharing the information
for our Great Decisions schedule for 2026.

-Julie Makuta for reserving our space at la Roche University and finding us a room when we added
one more week to our season.

-Joe Roblaski, Ashlee Bair, and Lux Kim for their much-needed technology support.

-All of the AAUW members who launched the program over 40 years ago and have helped it grow
through the years. My hat is off to you; you inspired me to get involved in Great Decisions 9 years
ago, and to pilot Great Decisions for the past six years. It has been an honor and a pleasure.

It truly takes a village,

Francie Cech

10
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Gateway to Equity Award — North Hills Pittsburgh

The North Hills Pittsburgh Branch of the AAUW was

LA ROCHE Engaging Minds. honored to present Ann Kay Yaghoubian with the
'3!6' T FRSITY Embracing the World. branch "Gateway to Equity 2025-2026Award’ on March
» ' 18, 2026.

Engaging Minds.

“racing the World. s s 5iis This award was presented to Ann Kay for her work on
behalf of youth and equity in education as the Director
of Building for Success in School and in Life at United
Way of Southwestern PA. Ana Kay’s volunteer work
includes: Board Member — Pittsburgh Scholar House, an
organization focused on improving the quality of life for
women & their children through post-secondary
education and comprehensive support services.
Advisory Board Member - Office of Child Development
University of Pittsburgh.

This award includes an honorarium of $100 to a charity
of the recipient’s choice. This year’s honorarium went to
N 75 the Women and Girls Foundation.

DIVERSITY

“The Danger of a Single Story”

By narrowly thinking of a people or a person as one thing over and over again, then that is what they
become; making the one story, the true story!

—Mexican immigrants are thieves and murderers.

—Arab and Muslim people are anti-American terrorists.

—Most crimes are committed by people of color.

—Single mothers are poor and/or uneducated.

—Women don't need a higher wage because men have a family to support.

The single story robs people of dignity. Instead of emphasizing our similarities, it highlights the
differences and threatens the welcoming of diversity.

“Inspired by a 2009 TED Talk by author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Rev. Courtney Noya”

11
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“For the Love of Books”

Branch Fundraiser
Saturday, May 30, 2026, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

This is the event we use to raise money for our operating expenses (Great Decisions program, Student
grant etc.). We need everyone’s support to make this successful.

Where:La Roche University, 9000 Babcock Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
Cost: $ 45 dollars, Make checks out to AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh. Mail to: June Maier at 959 Broad
Meadow Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237. Include your email address to receive an email conformation.
An exciting day awaits you!
10:00 a.m. -Start the event with muffins accompanied by coffee or tea. Spend time visiting with the
authors, vendors and putting your tickets in the raffle baskets, 15/$10, 30/$20. We have
amazing baskets

11am-12:30 p.m. — Enjoy the authors’ presentations followed by a panel question/discussion by the
authors and moderator.

12:30-1:00 p.m. — Purchase the authors’ books that are available and have your book signed. One
last chance for raffle baskets and visit the vendors for last-minute purchases.

1:00 p.m. — Enjoy a light lunch with dessert (lunch is gluten and nut free).

2:00 p.m. — Check to see if you have the winning tickets for the raffle baskets.

If you are not able to attend this event, please consider making a donation to support the branch. If
you are planning to come to the event, bring a friend or two.

We need each members support to make this successful.

12



AAUW North Hills PITTSBURGH BRANCH VOL. 55 APR 2026

La Roche University Literary Society
La Roche Literary Society April Event

April 24 2026 at 7 p.m.

The La Roche University Literary Society invites the community to this
free event. The presentation will be hosted in the Ryan Room of the
Zappala Campus Center at La Roche’s campus in McCandless
Township.

Jennifer Birch will discuss her debut YA novel, "Woven from Clay," on
April 6 at 7 p.m. at the La Roche Literary Society.

In this fresh and imaginative contemporary fantasy, a golem must master the magic that binds her
together and finds an unexpected ally in the mysterious boy sent to ensure her demise.

In a blog interview, Michele Kirchanskaya wrote, Jenny Birch is a middle
school teacher of English, French, and History, and serves as a youth theater ‘“
director for students in grades 7-12. She lives in the suburbs of Pittsburgh, fz L_ |

PA with her husband and three children. Jenny holds a BA in French and an

MEd in Instruction & Learning and as an adoptee herself, she is a passionate advocate for children,
particularly those in the foster care and adoption communities. When she’s not in her classroom or on
stage with her students, you can find her either dancing in the kitchen with her family or flexing her
overactive imagination.

All presentations are free and open to the public. We hope you can attend.

IPODS Invite

Spring is coming, it sure feels like it has been a long winter.
Calling all members to a fun evening of food and conversation.

IPOD is meeting April 25 at 5 PM at Jerry and Sylvia Lynn's
2777 Marra Drive, Gibsonia PA 15044

We gather, we eat (everyone brings something good to eat to share),
we talk and share and then we go home feeling really good so please
join us.

RSVP to Sylviaklynn@gmail.com or just come.

Look for the porch with the two white rockers.

This is a great way to meet members and have fun, come by yourself
or bring your spouse.

13


https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=74faded6c55ca82bf7ccde1add6746132aaad78531e2fb1484aa9842133f3986JmltdHM9MTc0MzAzMzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2a31107b-c7d6-6914-1544-1cc9c6066850&psq=la+roche+litaray+socitey+2025&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGFyb2NoZS5lZHUvVGVtcGxhdGVzL05ld3NEZXRhaWwuYXNweD9pZD0yNzkxNzI4ODM5Nw&ntb=1
https://www.jennybirch.com/
mailto:Sylviaklynn@gmail.com
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Earth Day 2026

Earth Day has never been meant to live for just one date on the calendar. In 2026, the focus moves
past awareness and into responsibility.

The Earth Day 2026 theme, “Our Power, Our Planet,” challenges the idea that caring for the planet is
symbolic or optional.

It asks a harder question: what happens after Earth Day ends? The choices made in homes, workplaces,
classrooms, and communities carry more weight than speeches or social posts. Earth Day 2026 draws
attention to the power people already use every day—and how that power can either protect the planet
or quietly damage it.

Why Earth Day 2026 Feels Different?

From Awareness to Responsibility

Initial realization of
environmental issues

N\ 4
/@\

>

| — ]
INFORMATION (2= RESPONSIBILITY:
AWARENESS: OVERLOAD: s"-[] Individual & collective

Constant stream of
data, news & warnings

GROWING CONCERN:

LEARNING:

Foundational I ! :

education & » ' Heightened anxiety & Con :

understanding sense of urgency : in diet, consumption

of nature about climate change @ & energy
vur: P L Lone e
Public ( CHANGE: ;:M PACT:
demonstrations & » s Difficulty translating 00 °°t“:. °’LI
bringing issues to a knowledge into e :::t e::: &efuture
light widespread action SRS generations
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Earth Day 2026
accountability for
actions @

@ ﬁ \5 DAILY DECISIONS:
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Many thanks to everyone who has agreed to be on our board for the
2025-2026 year.

We still need volunteers for some very important open positions! We
absolutely can't do all that we do without dedicated and involved
members. Please volunteer for one of these open positions or
committees. Current and past members who have served in these
positions will mentor you and help you become comfortable with the

earC g fOI' responsibilities.
Is there a friend you would like to share a position with? You could
O un eers learn together. Here are key positions in need of volunteers:

Hospitality: This board position plays an important role in supporting our monthly general meetings.
Being a member of the hospitality committee is a great way to get involved with our branch activities,

meet members, and have fun together. It's a way to support your branch no matter how much or how
little time you have available. Every bit helps. Sina Is looking for someone to help her with this position.

Viewpoints Editor: The monthly newsletter is one of our branch’s prime ways of communicating with
our members and others interested in our activities. The editor is the one who pulls articles and
information together into a cohesive form to create this monthly publication. Various members will
send you information. As editor, here’s a chance to put your creative stamp on our newsletter. You will
need several hours per month for this role. The current Viewpoints are set up as a word document If
you're not sure about the role, the current Editor is available to mentor a new volunteer.

Great Decision Chair: Our North Hills Pittsburgh branch of AAUW is proud to sponsor the largest
discussion program on world affairs put forth by the Foreign Policy Association for 40 plus years. We
are looking for someone to take on the Chair role for this program as to keep it within our branch. This
board position does require a fair amount of time.

September:

- Reserve rooms for all Great Decisions sessions (Julie Makuta, La Roche)

- Secure tech support and assemble Great Decisions helpers if possible

- The topics for the upcoming season are typically released in either September or October
October:

- Order Great Decisions briefing books and teacher pack during discount week, typically the third
week in October

- Begin the search to procure speakers although I typically began this process in early
November:

- Procure speakers and begin to fill in the Great Decisions calendar.
- (My goal was to have at least 4 speakers in place before Thanksgiving.)
- Confirm with the La Roche librarian that the briefing books can be sold at the library

15
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December:

- Procure at least one more speaker, possibly two, before the winter holidays.
- (Most speakers will be too busy to respond once finals begin followed by the holiday break.)

January:

- Procure final speaker and finalize the dates/calendar with all including La Roche University
- Send copy of video to all Speakers. Boguszewski provides this tech support.)

- Scan all articles from the briefing book and send to appropriate speakers.

- Write Viewpoints article to promote Great Decisions

- Schedule tech practice with tech support. (Zoom, video sharing, speaker slide sharing)

- Check in with AAUW treasurer to have checks ready for speakers and tech support

- Begin weekly posts for Great Decisions sessions; share with AAUW website, Facebook

- Share weekly posts with Great Decisions contact list, AAUW membership

- Share weekly with Jennifer Engel, Lifelong Learning coordinator

February

- Check in with speakers weekly. Obtain biographical information that they wish to have posted.
- Set Zoom link every Sunday or Monday and share with all contacts

- Confirm with tech weekly

- Read briefing book chapter, prepare questions, and prepare remarks for session

- Write thank-you note for speaker.

March

- Check in with speakers weekly. Obtain biographical information that they wish to have posted.
- Set Zoom link every Sunday or Monday and share with all contacts

- Confirm with tech weekly

- Read briefing book chapter, prepare questions, and prepare remarks for session

- Write thank-you note for speaker.

After The Last Session

- Write thank you notes to all support people including La Roche librarian, Julie Makuta, tech support,
Susan Banerjee, (website) Peggy Schmiedecke, (Facebook) Judy Daw, (contact list) Debbie
Rodenfelder, (AAUW contact list) and Jennifer Engel, Lifelong Learning coordinator.

If you are interested in any of these positions or others, I can provide you with more information about
the responsibilities and current board members in these positions will be happy to talk with you.
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March in Pictures

Lunch Bunch

Branch Meeting
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MISSION STATEMENT OF AAUW LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND
LAF provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination.

AAUW MEMBERSHIP
AAUW, founded in 1881, is open to all graduates who hold an associate’s or higher degree from a regionally accredited
college or university.

AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT
In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation
in this organization on the basis of gender, race, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class.

BRANCH CONTACT INFORMATION

President: Deborah Rosenfelder 412-916-9073 or rosenfelderd@verizon.net
Membership: Frances Cech 412-448-1182 or fmcech@gmail.com
Membership: Jennifer Schwoebel 412-559-1053 or jenniferbmcelroy@gmail.com
Viewpoints Editor: Debbie Rosenfelder 412-916-9073 or rosenfelderd@verizon.net

Branch Website: aauwnorthhillspgh.org
Branch Email: aauwfam@gmail.com
Facebook Page: AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh branch

CONNECT2AAUW: 800-326-2289 or connect@aauw.org
National Website: www.aauw.org
State Website: www.aauw-pa.org

Viewpoints

AAUW North Hills Pittsburgh Branch
Deborah Rosenfelder, Distribution Manager
8310 Van Buren Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Because Equity is still an issue
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